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HRDN takes note of the Global Strategy presented to the Member States which
recognises the importance of civil society as a partner in defending fundamental
freedoms; that human rights violations as a root cause of violence and
instability; and the importance of democracy for resilient societies.
We note the aspiration in the document, and look forward to the EU closing the
gap between its rhetoric and reality by concretization of these intentions in
practice, especially on commitments to support civil society and human
rights defenders and speak out on their behalf where violations occur,
in line with universally applicable human rights frameworks.
In following up on the Global Strategy, the EU must be guided by its 2012 EU
Strategic Framework on Human Rights and Democracy, when setting out
processes and timelines as it remains bedrock of the EU’s approach to Human
Rights and Democracy. Policy coherence - championed by the Global Strategy can only be achieved through embedding the EU’s human rights and
democracy policy at the highest levels. This means democracy and human
rights should be placed at the highest priority in all its policies.
We look forward to a greater concretization of actions to realise the ambition
of the Strategic Framework through the meaningful implementation of its 2015
Action Plan, in consultation with civil society. We stand ready to work with the
EEAS and other relevant directorates in this endeavour.

The Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN) is an informal grouping of NGOs operating at EU level in the broader
areas of human rights, democracy and conflict prevention. Participation in the network is open to non-governmental
organizations which engage at EU level in the promotion of human rights, democracy and conflict prevention in and outside the
EU.
The vision of the HRDN is that human rights and democracy are placed at the heart of the EU's internal and external policy
agenda. This vision should manifest itself in a EU that effectively protects human rights at home and is a force for positive
change in the world. In pursuit of this vision, the network aims to influence EU and member state human rights policies and the
programming of their funding instruments to promote democracy, human rights and sustainable peace.

